BK Maonalith-DF 4 £400 (approx) 4 01702 527572 # www.bkelec.com

Monolithic sub 1s

heavy going

As its name suggests, BK's Monolith-DF is large, solid and very hard to

lift. Adam Rayner strains a muscle and wobbles his world...

DA
ITEM DETAILS
BK Monaolith-DF
Drive units

K Electionics’ history (s In making

and supplying electronics for ather

manufacturers In many markets,
Including home hi-fl, professional public
addizss and, espectally, amplflcation for pro
cinema use, In the past the band has
worked with REL 1o both help design and
produce some of 15 subssooler products,
ani thus 1t has an Inside track when 11
comes 10 good practoe In sub bass system
deslgn,

The b revlewsad here |s asimple
poitesd unit, but has been tuned so
carefully that Itworks as one ol what we
In the car bass tiade call a ‘magic box' - a
comblnation of proportions and subwoote
dilver that works sowell, I s head and
shoulders above others that lock ke they
should work aswell, but don't.

EE knoaws about rgldity and intemal
bracing; It knows about control of

Long throw 12in proprietary dasign with

double magnets and paper pulp cane.

Enclosure ty pe

Braced, 95 litre, dow n-firing, ported,

25mm veneerad MDF

Frequency response
Onboard Power
Dimensions

Weight 46.7ke

20Hz (-3dB), 15Hz in-room, to crossover point
300W RMS from onboard Mosfet amp
400w w 604 x 420{d)mm

Connections Gastight Meutrk Speakon connector for high level input
two RCA sockats for LFR/Low leval connection and balanced XLR

single socket input

70 HOME CIMEMA CHOICE

averloading amps Into speakers; and 11
knowes the benefits of sclid handeratting
bullding technlgques. Al are exhibited In
this wonderful plece of kIt

Setup and build

Meant to bie unpacked by b people, the
Moncllth-0F 15 g encugh to arrfve on a
wee wooden pallet. nside the box 1s the
laige wooden slab that 1s the Monalith, &
single carved B on the front 1s all the
branding apparent. ¥ou also get a set of
stee] Bilght Smim splke assemblles, a 5H
hank of quality cable with a Meutilk
speakon plug cn one end, and a 58 slereo
phono lead with gold-plated plugs.

BE suggests this accessorles pack would
sl you back some £45 at wetall. Eoth M)
and REL Include a speakon wiie, but the
Inclucked phonawire tends 1o be a thin
ey cheaple comparad the meaty Hem
In here, of course, an effectivie manual 1s
part of the package.

Connection Is simple. You simphy run the
phono lead from the LEE output of your
amp o recetver to the phono input of the
sub. As the LFE output on my system 1s
mone, | used an inespenste v lead o
sEIE the feed Into two. Users can alsowlie
up the sub at speaker level, although this
15t necessary loc home theate use,
There's also an XLE socket with three pins
for the loxury balanced connection method
used by posher or more pro-ornented rgs.
There's a gain knob lor each Input and a
lully varlable 0-120" phase knob In additlon
v thee Frequency selecton for the crossoye

Highs: Seriausly high SPL; fantastic
depth and meladic cantral

Liowy s: Bulky ard difficult to
manceuyre. Mo pratty glass top or
front LED

Slam LR 8
Depth el
Pracision LR 2 = U
CWERALL L8 8.0 o]

section. [gather there s an automatle
speaker imitation clrcuit onboard, but,
despite some hord abuse | doled out, |
couldn’t make It apparent, nor could |
make It make anything ather than the sor
of nolse It ought to,

Performance

1 tested the suba varlety of matenal
Including my old Aniz (7D, as the
soundtrack 1s so ol - and thelr tentral
Part fountain 1s called the Monolith!

There ae some Qreat basso diops,
thrals and rombles in the tlm. one huge
mament 15 when Princess Bala and the
character Zee, voleed by Woody Allen, find
themseles urmittingly upon the back of a
masshve Praying Mantls that simply stands
up. Thewhale oom wobbles and my wile
complained that the windows in the
kitchen were rattling In thar alloy frames,

The sub's output |s vast; deep, lusclous
ani lovvedy. 11 has a superb melodic ability to
follow a bassline in the soundtiack, and can
o aptd stops and starts with nary a
hangover at all, which at the levels this
thing can play Is remarkable, 11 can take a
wehille to gt the balance of level from you
LFE and that feeding from the speaker level
Input correct bt once s21, this 1s a tieat,
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Tried&Tested...

‘Meant to be unpacked by two people,
the Monolith-DF is big enough to
arrive on a wee wooden pallet’

1 found 11 hard 1o grasp the lack of have amazing confrol only nearly
difterence between the sound output of emulated by the Monolith, & car analogy
The mighty Mondlith, at some £407, and would be a suba Impreza all over a

that of my resldent £2,500 REL. The forme Ferrarl Hke a rash.
uses a 12in dikver and port, the latier a

1000 ditver pushed by the same amount Conclusion

ol Walts, but uses Acoustlc Resistive This subsyoofer can be conslidered an
Matrx bracing which effectively allows outstanding buy - mayts= @ven the Best
the REL to act as though It has three value for money currenthy In domesic
separale enclosures. The REL goes a lew elatmnics. It comes emmmended,
oyeles desper (only a few) and does withou! caveal |

Daspite tha knobbary, this iz an .. youjust hook up tha LFE fead
aasy sub to control.. from your amp to ona of the inputs
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